
  

SEPTEMBER 2017 UPDATE  

The fall is always a busy time for students who are getting back in the swing of things at 
school, as well as with their extra curricular and athletic involvement. As expected, the 
Student Ministry has kicked into high gear during this time as well. In the midst of busy 
schedules, we find it important to model for our students practical rhythms where everyday 
life and faith can intersect. So far we’ve gotten off to a solid start and have been engaging 
with new students, which has provided a fresh vitality to the youth group. 

On Sunday mornings at 11AM we provide an age appropriate time of community building and 
learning for teens. Our middle school group (6th-8th grade) meets in the Blue Room (room 113) 
for topical discussion about issues that are important to them while exploring Biblical answers 
to life’s toughest questions. This group is lead by Matt and (soon to be) Lindsay Hastings.  Our 
high school students meet in the Orange Room (room 005) for similar discussion, lead by Tim 
Beck and Student ministry intern, Connor English. This fall we’ve already spent a few weeks 
looking at the unconventional ways of Jesus. In future weeks we’ll be talking about 
technology, racism, the book of Revelation and depression.  

We also meet on Sunday nights for Youth Group, every week at 6:30PM.  Our Sunday night 
rhythm includes a monthly shared meal (Celebration) where we focus on growing together as 
a family while learning to become more aware of how God is at work in our lives (and in the 
lives of others). At Celebration, we also routinely give students (and adults) a chance to 
practice sharing their faith stories, to listen to the stories of others and to explore how God’s 
story intersects with both.  

On non-Celebration nights, we gather together for large group games or mixers followed by 
‘Break Out’ sessions (based on age and/or gender) where students can dig deeper into 
discipleship rhythms modeled by Jesus. We’ve started this year talking about the differences 
of living a life on mission compared to living a life as mission.  We’re focusing on six simple 
things that we all do each and every day, with hopes of injecting intentionality into these 
activities, just as Jesus did. These six life rhythms are: MOVE, EAT, LEARN, PLAY, LISTEN and 
SEE.  We are trying to focus on giving students practical ‘action steps’ that will help them 
apply the things learned to everyday life in middle or high school. We also will weave in the 
occasional ‘big event’ or service project throughout the year as well. 

This year, the Student Ministry will be also be offering another round of Confirmation (for 7th 
& 8th graders and any upperclassmen who have not already participated). So far we have 14 
students signed to participate. Confirmation will initiate on October 29th and end on Palm 
Sunday, March 25th, 2018. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Celebration – OCT 1 @ 6:30 (PIZZA NITE) 
RUOK Middle School Retreat – OCT 20-22 @ Camp Carl 
Together Conference – OCT 28 
Confirmation Begins – OCT 29 - 11AM 
Game Night – OCT 29  
Celebration – NOV 5 @ 6:30PM 
RUOK High School Retreat – NOV 10-12 @ Camp Carl 
Project: FEED – Nov 12 – 2PM @ Wadsworth Middle School

Tim Beck – Director of Student Ministries 
tim@wadsumc.org 
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